
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29 April 2016 

 
State Government launches MyCouncil website 
 
Today, the Hon. Tony Simpson MLA, Minister for Local Government; Community Services, Seniors and Volunteering; 
Youth, launched the State Government’s MyCouncil website.   
 
The website presents the last four years of audited data (already in the public domain) provided by local government 
in their Annual Reports and Compliance Audit Reports.   
 
The Minister’s media statement can be seen at:  
 
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/Barnett/2016/04/Website-puts-spotlight-on-council-
performance.aspx  
 
Members can visit the website at: www.mycouncil.wa.gov.au  
 
The State Government considers that this will improve transparency and accountability in local government and 
better enable community members to understand how their local government is performing.  
 
LGMA Position 
 
Local governments need not be overly concerned about the introduction of the MyCouncil website.   The information 
being presented has already been released into the public domain and has been available for public scrutiny on local 
government websites for a long period of time.  
 
However, it is important to understand the information provided is only indicative of the overall performance of a local 
government.   That because one local government receives a higher or lower financial health indicator (FHI) rating 
on the website, does not necessarily mean that it is performing better or worse financially than another local 
government.  
 
To properly understand that financial picture of a local government, a member of the public needs to look at the 
broader picture and consider the many complex factors that contribute to it.   

 
The problem that will likely arise is that the information provided will be seen, read or presented publicly, without the 
appropriate context and consequently may be used to unfairly portray the performance of local governments. This 
will create work for local governments in countering any misunderstanding or concerns within their communities.  
 
In this regard, local governments will need to provide greater contextual information, explaining the factors that 
contribute to their overall financial position.   This will be extremely important in conveying the full picture to 
communities.  Much of the explanatory material will already have been prepared and published through the local 
government’s annual reports. 
 
LGMA encourages our members to prepare and dedicate a section on their local government website to 
provide background and explanatory material to supplement the raw data presented on the MyCouncil 
website about your local government.  This will be an important step is communicating an accurate picture 
of the performance of your local government, and countering unfair or inaccurate criticism.  
 
The State Government has made clear they want greater transparency and accountability between local 
governments and the community.    
 
While the MyCouncil website is unlikely to provide much assistance for those working in the sector, it must finally put 
to rest any doubt about the transparency and accountability of the local government sector. 
 
With the introduction of the MyCouncil website, combined with recent new disclosure requirements for gifts and the 
imminent introduction of the Auditor General to the sector, these measures push the transparency and accountability 
of local governments far beyond that of both the State and Federal Governments. 
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There should be no more argument that local governments require further measures to ensure transparency and 
accountability in our sector.    
 
For further information contact:  
Warren Pearce, LGMA Chief Executive Officer on 9271 1136 or by email at warren@lgmawa.org.au 
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